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Navy Seabees diq up tires Monday morning which Whiting officials say 
should not have been in landfill. 

By ROB ALEXANDriR 
Journal Staff Wriler 
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WHITING FIELD N&/1 L i\ JR STATIdN 
- Navy Seabees dug Ithrough n base landfill 
Monday to uncover 4tlcncc* of potential 
fraud or abuse of go-ermnent property in 
what the base commander said is an intense 
investigation of allcgalions ma:Je last fall. 

FBI and Navy investigators are probing re- 
ports that upwards of !FlOO.OOfJ worth of gov- 
ernment property may have been intention- 
ally buried in the base’s landfill, said Capt. 
Giles Norrington, Whiting Field command- 
er. 

Agents have not identified a motive, but 
Norrington said they will consider whether 
tfisgruntled former govcmment workers 
might have tried to discredit the military in 
a reaction to layoffs among civil service pcr- 
sonncl last September. 

That speculation drew an angry reaction 
from Ralph Madden, president of the Whit- 
ing local of the American Federation of GOV- 
rrnmcnt Employees union. n 1 
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“That ai:*‘t even close to the truth,” said 
Madden, a parts supplier on the base. He 
said civili>lJ workers were told by the mili- 
tary t.o clea:r out their shelves of old supplies 
before a private contractor took over mainte- 
nance and other services previously handled 
by civil service workers on the hase, north of 
Milton. 

“That stuff would not have been dumped 
out had it been up to the civilians,” said 
Madden. 

NorringJnn said two families are suspect. 
ed of invobement, although no charges have 
been filed. Suspects include~military pcrson- 
nel in posifions of responsibility and former 
civil servant.., some of whom may now be 
working for the private contractor hired to 
replace some civil service operations as a 
cost-cutting move, hc said. 

The Navy laid off about 100 cJvJI service 
workers when RCA Base Support Services 
Inc. began operations under a private con. 
tract Ott 1. It was a day Norrington said he 
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placed it outside where tt 

the contaminated kerosene and offered CUS- used in the heater was mixed with, 
tomers‘a full refund. and othci inflammable liquids, Ellisr 
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c.lllmlwrs as the worst Fraud charges could toid to throw out their .Seabees. began thfl first. Norr’ingtort sairl. 
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“‘Ve packing prper and at dumpsters on the b&e... 

I his life. Many of those be pressed if evidence old. supplies. “Rut be- nl’;ljor excavation (,r the are taking: it lo our nup- ‘least eight new he&y b‘e’iore the. dunjpsttirs’. 
1 go had served in the shows a former workrr fore lhe hour was aver it is-foot-deep trenc). last ply drpar~ 1n~4t. We a1.e truck tires. were in turn dumped at .: 

,jvil service for more ,intentionaliy’ buried lhe was. ‘no. get il ail,’ and ~~~~rstlny alld ptl1ie.i otlt washy it (~owll and The tires, for exam- the landfill, But &me*-‘, 
I han a decade. he said. matoriai and then at- damn near all of it was about two truckioaais or we’re! exn&ning ‘it’ for pie, should hake never ohe should h&Q& tiaticed ? 

“in the main, this was tempted “to blow the gone.” matrriai rjf ‘whit 11 a. Q!ri:li, ‘numbers, been placed in the land- and reported that new,;! 
smooth whistle on a person He asked: “How Can small portion apixared value . ..: . 

transition . . . . there doing no wrong,” he 200 and something civil to IW ~snbie proyfsey, 
jionle of the fill, Norrjngtoh snid;,be- ar usable property has.: 

I hings thr7I are coming cause even old tires are being buried, he said;’ *T wcrc an a~vfuI lot or pro- said. set-vice workers start such as tires and wiring out of that hole hppear usually recapped. “We don’t know who 
pie who felt they had The dumi)ing of us. looting, and that was and automotiv& r;ldIa. lo have been itnptopcriy ’ He said inve’stigators did what yet.” Norring- 
hw~ bctrayrd by the able material in the What it was, and, haul it tars, said Norrinlflon. ditipOSed Of.” ,, do not yet know if the ton said, while survey-,, 

Norrington landfill became “the t0 the dwlp without An Assistant U.S. Attor. At the landfill IocatA material was dumped at ihg the excavation Mon. 1 
said during I morning joke of the base,” said t h i r ney ,Friday recommend- near the .air. station’s night or duritig daily op day. “WC only know ‘I 
ncwa confcrenrc*. Madden, and was done knowied@?e. Ever- 

‘1%~ allegations sur- 
cd the entIre 150.by.200 westetn boundary, eight erations. or placed in what we’re digging up.” 

under the superbision of ything was in- &e wide foot section of iandfiii SeAbees workin& with 
faced earlier in Septem- military personnel. open of what we were be uricovered, he faid. tw? bulldozer3 M6hdny 
b(*r .when a civ.liian At the paint shop doing out there.” . ” “We are pulling ev- morning ciawca through 
worker was round wilh where he worked. Mad. Navy consfruction rrything OUI of the hole the red mull io uncover 
~:owrnmwil aulomotiv~~ den said civilians werp workers;,. known as that haS mass to ii,” COjlS, Of ei&trical 
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